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MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT — ELECTION CAMPAIGN RESOURCES 

60. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the recently advertised position of manager, corporate and external affairs, in the Department of 

Regional Development and Lands, and the fact that it is a 12-month contract, and is in addition to six other 

communications staff. 

(1) Will the Premier rule out this position being used to promote the Minister for Regional Development in 

his bid for the Pilbara electorate? 

(2) What measures will the Premier put in place to ensure no government funds or resources are used to 

support local election campaigning in the Pilbara by the Minister for Regional Development, including 

the use of government jets, accommodation, car hire and advertising material? 

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Take a cold shower! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I stood in this place yesterday and made a comment about people interjecting on questions, and 

I directed it to members on my left. Today I am directing it to members on my right. The member asking the 

question should be heard in silence. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  

(3) Does the Premier endorse the spending of more than $170 000 in less than 11 months, including 

$56 000 since September, on royalties for regions trinkets such as lip balm, temporary tattoos and 

colouring sheets? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(3) Can the Leader of the Opposition just remind me what position he referred to? 

Mr M. McGowan: Manager, corporate and external affairs—a 12-month position advertised a few weeks ago. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am not aware of that position; if the Leader of the Opposition — 

Mr M. McGowan: Number seven—the seventh is a corporate adviser. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, there are 150 000 public servants, but if the Leader of the Opposition has a question 

on a particular position, he should either ask the responsible minister or give me prior notice of it. 

Mr M. McGowan: So you’re not rolling it out? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: With respect to the decision by the Leader of the National Party to contest the seat of 

Pilbara, I wish him well. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You don’t wish him success, then? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, I do; I do. I would be delighted to see one of the parties on this side of the house take 

the seat of Pilbara; it would be wonderful, and I wish him well. 

Will the minister campaign between now and an election that is still more than 12 months away? Yes, I think he 

will. I think I might, too—just a little bit, along the way. Will the Leader of the Opposition campaign? Will we 

get more Sunday press releases and thought bubbles? What a ridiculous proposition. This is politics; it is a 

combative contest. Of course we campaign—every day, every week, throughout the term of government. What is 

this new principle the Leader of the Opposition is trying to establish? Of course we do. I was down in the 

member for Roe’s electorate — 

Mr P. Papalia: Who pays for the government jet? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Well, the taxpayer—surprise, surprise. And who gets to fly in the government jet? The 

government. That is why it is called the government jet, and the opposition does not have one. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I formally call you for the first and second time today. Member for 

West Swan, I formally call you for the first time today. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The principles under the Westminster system are quite clear: if ministers travel—in this 

case, into regional areas—and use government expenditure, whether it be for government aircraft or for 
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accommodation, then they must be on government business. That is quite clear, and that is the criteria. If we are 

talking about aircraft, that is the way it is allocated. When we get to the issuing of the writs, four weeks out from 

the election, the government will go into caretaker mode, and I can give members opposite an absolute assurance 

that when we go into caretaker mode, they will get, to the penny, every entitlement that they gave to this side 

when they were in government and in caretaker mode. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I formally call you to order for the second time today. 

 


